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Pomona College:

Long History of Connections with China
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Overview of Ch’en Shou-yi Papers LIBRARY
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Documents and Photos Related to Lingnan History 1igrary
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CHARLES K. EDMUNDS, Ph.D.

President of the College
- L — Fellow in Physics, Johns Hopkins, 1902. Professor of Physics, Canton,
1903 . President. 1907 . Dr. Edmunds has traveled over 35,000 miles
\ in China during the past fen years in connection with the magnetic and
VA geodetic survey of China for the Carnegie Institution of Washington.
-

FOR THE WIDER WORLD

Cr'EN SHOU-YT
Professor of Chinese Culture, Pomona College

| S WE ARE MET here this afternoon in memory of a

great friend and mentor, Dr. Charles K. Edmunds, we
are called upon rather to pay tribute to his abundant life
than to mourn his tragic death.

As onc of his many pupils of Chinese nationality I wish
to reiterate, on this occasion, China’s profound gratitude to
him for his participation and leadership in the reju ion
of her hoary civilization.

Arriving at Canton in the autumn of 1903 as Professor of
Physics and Electrical Engineering at Lingnan University,
Dr. Edmunds was elected Vice-President of Lingnan in
1906, and President in 19o7. Serving Lingnan on the field
for over twenty years, he gave of himself without reservation.

By Lingnan alumni and friends today, he is regarded not
just as one of the pioneers, but actually as the Founder of
the institution. It was he who converted a stretch of wilder-
ness and a cluster of graveyards into the beautiful Lingnan
campus of today. It was he who saw China’s growing educa-
tional needs on the higher level after the discontinuation of
the Imperial Competitive Examination System in 19os, and
initiated the college departments at Lingnan University.
Above all, it was he who gave uniqueness to the educational
policies and plans which have made Lingnan what it is
today.

As he was building Lingnan from humble beginnings, he
distinguished himself as a major prophet and super-states-
man in the educational realm. While imparting into young

' IN MEMORIAM |

~

Chinese minds the; ss.emzﬁ of modern civilization, stressi

e importance of scientific precision and objectivi
3‘5‘,&— fl;;ed to learn from China’s cultural hz’:m;h;
take cognizance of China’s cultural and social traditions,
Thus, the first advocate of coeducation on the secon ;
and collegiate levels, he conducted the experiment with such
care and introduced the innovation with so little publicity
that his farsightedness and success in this regard were not
fully recognized until fifteen years later when coeducation
became universal in China in 1919. Realizing the wisdom of
the Chinese dictum “Decades for planting trees, but cen-
turies for building men,” he completed the educational sys-
tem at Lingnan from kindergarten to graduate school. A
loyal friend of the Chinese people and an intense lover of
China, he made Lingnan international. Himself a devout
Christian, he not only made Lingnan non-sectarian and in-
terdenominational (paving the way for Catholic as well as
Protestant participation) but invited Confucians, Taoists
and Buddhists to its faculty. A scientist in training, he gained
an intimate knowledge of the Chinese classics and a deep
understanding of the Chinese philosophers.

Devoted though he was to Lingnan, he never allowed him-
self to become narrowly provincial in his China days. He
traveled extensively in all parts of China in connection with
his geodetic survey under the auspices of the Carnegie Insti-
tution, He was the first to chart the Burma Road which.w?
to acquire such ill-fated fame and significance during China's
War of Resistance. He befriended such Chinese leaders as
Viceroy Chang Chi Tung in the days of the Empire, and
Dr. Sun Yat Sen, Father of the Republic. As a major P“’M
he not only foresaw the wisdom, but also msmed “P“‘}ﬂ" b
moral necessity of returning Lingnan University to Chinese -

2 B R S A A I R R i B
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REMEMBERING PROF. CH’EN SHOU-YI'S LEGACY
EXHIBIT IN HONOR & MEMORY
5 Sk, DM TR ) OF PROFESSOR CH’EN SHOU-YI

APRIL 3, 2024 | 4:15 P.M. - 5:45 P.M. | FOUNDERS ROOM (1899' 1978)

mn _/7 T- —_ ° °
o ﬁﬂ _A E} n\ E Built upc:m the r?re F)ooks and historic.al. documents ’
featured in the Asian Library’s current exhibit In Honor & ON DISPLAY TH ROUG H SEPTEM BER 27, 2024

Q /\ Memory of Professor Ch’en Shou-yi (7clib.cc/ProfChen), « Asian Library Innovation Fund
o E 3/\ , D— 1fE %ﬁ ! this panel aims to provide r‘nore histo‘rical background on « Pomona College Asian Languages
m the development of Asian Studies programs and

and Literature Department, Asian
resources in liberal arts settings in the United States. Studies Program, History

g(( ﬁ 3 7\< This includes Professon-' Ch’en’s role through his Department, Oldenborg Center for
N\ N\ advocacy and scholarship, and how the books and

Modern Languages and
historical documents in The Claremont Colleges Library IntefhatichalBE e ntions

Ch’en Shou-yi Collection have informed and can further « The M. C. Lang Fellowship in Book

7\< z Z \ -E inspire the teaching, learning and research of faculty and History, Bibliography, and
X N m N\ ¥ oo students at Claremont and beyond. Humanities Teaching with
—

Learn more about the panel and its speakers by visiting: glitoriczl S.ourc.es, ii;e B_O,Ok
7clib.cc/ChenPanel chool aaiiSil of Virginia

Many thanks to our co-sponsors:

Please join us for an exhibition at the Asian Library gallery
honoring Professor Ch’en Shou-yi (Chinese: FR3ZE8,
1899-1978), a pioneer and founding figure of the Asian
Studies Program at Pomona College and The Claremont
Colleges.

Professor Ch’en was a Chinese-American scholar known for
his groundbreaking contributions to comparative cultural
studies involving China and the West. After joining the faculty
of Pomona College in 1941 as a professor of Chinese culture,
he expanded the Asian Studies Program across Pomona
College and the rest of The Claremont Colleges consortium.
Ch’en dedicated his academic life to cultivating researchers on
China among young Americans and, as part of these efforts,

i
n
[

. N Ch’en Shou-yi and - Reflections on became a great benefactor of The Claremont Colleges Library,
—/7 p— thz l_)eveslfpdrpenttof Professhsor Ch'en donating 4,000 Chinese and English rare books to the Asian
AlAl — =\ | B N KPR slan=Stdies 9 - U~y Library during his lifetime and by bequest.
[ H = PAAS , Pomona College Christopher C. Rand,

Samuel Yamashita, Independent Researcher

E » Pomona College (Pomona College Alum)
~- :
'f% ﬁ/ IH

Ch'’en Shou-yi's

This exhibit features photographs, correspondence,
manuscripts and publications documenting Professor Ch’en’s
significant contributions to the development of Asian Studies
at The Claremont Colleges and beyond. The items on display
are drawn from the Asian Library’s newly processed Ch’en

. Shou-yi Papers, which were donated by Professor Ch’en’s
The Ch’en Shou-yi

Contributions to the L sllot i family. Funding for the processing of this archival collection

Study of Chinese - ECt.'(?n‘ was generously provided by Christopher C. Rand (POM '70),

. : Opportunities for AN
Literature in North 2 one of Professor Ch’en’s students.
; Teaching & Research
America :
David Wu, University of Feng Xiao, Exhibit Ch’en Papers
California, San Diego Pomona College Information Finding Aid
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